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SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL TO THE AUDIOBOOK 

 

Invocatory Verses in Sanskrit with English Translation 

 

Om 

Invocatory prayer to Ganesha:  

vakratuNDa mahAkAya sUryakoti samaprabhA 

nirvighnam kuru me deva sarva kAryeshu sarvadA 

O Divine One with a curved trunk and large body, blazing with the effulgence 

of ten million suns, please remove all obstacles in all my endeavors.  

Invocatory prayer to Sarasvati:  

sarasvatI namastubhyam varade kAmarUpiNI 

vidyArambham karishyAmi siddhir bhavatu me sadA 

Sarasvati! Obeisances to you, giver of boons and one who takes on any desired 

form, I resolve to begin my study, may I always attain my goals. 

Prayer to the tradition of the Guru:  

sadAshiva samArambhAm shankarAcArya madhyamAm 

asmadAcArya paryantAm vande guru paramparAm 

I offer my prayers to the tradition of the gurus, proceeding in unbroken line from 

the Ever Auspicious One (sadAshiva), with Adi Shankaracarya in the middle, and 

followed by my teacher. 

Prayer to Guru:  

shRtismRtipurANANAm Aalayam karuNAlayam 

namAmi bhagavatpAdam shankaram loka shankaram 

I salute the feet of Adi Shankara, repository of the shRti, smRti and purANas 

and ocean of mercy, who is ever engaged in the weal of the world.  
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Figure 1: The path to The Goal in this book combines three of the classical darshanas of the 

Vedas—sAmkhya, vedAnta, and yoga—with tantra, to arrive at a contemporary presentation of Sri 

Adi Shankaracarya’s path to Advaita Vedanta.  
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Figure 2: Objects and worlds currently perceived by you, the aggregate of objects and 

worlds perceived by the current aggregate of all jIvas, the aggregate of objects and worlds yet to 

be perceived by the aggregate of all jIvas, and non-existence: ‘All this’ is Brahman, the Infinite, 

non-dual whose nature is Existence, Consciousness, Bliss. 


